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power, Under the influence of this idea. State control was grad-
ually extended till it covered nearly all departments of economic
activity. At the same time, a body of practical maxims grew
up to guide statesmen in their efforts to promote national pros-
perity. It is to this system that the name of mercantilism is given.
As a practical policy, it applied to all forms of economic effort,
but here we can only consider it in its relation to industry.

One of the most typical exponents of mercantilism was the
French statesman Colbert (1619-83). Indeed mercantilism and
Colbertism are often regarded as synonymous terms. Colbert
was of bourgeois extraction. His father was a cloth merchant,
but he himself entered the public service and rose to be con-
troller-general of the finances in 1665. Adam Smith described
him as ea laborious and plodding man of business3 who wished
to regulate the commerce and industry of a great country 'upon
the same model as the departments of a public office9. There
is some point in this criticism. Colbert was a hardened bureau-
crat with an unlimited belief in the efficaciousness of official
decrees and edicts. By his energetic measures it is true he pro-
moted an industrial renaissance in France, but this forward
movement was followed after his death by a period of stagna-
tion and decay. How far this was due to accidental circumstances
and how far to an inherent vice in Colbertism will always
furnish matter for debate between the champions of industrial
control and the advocates of economic liberty.

The policy of Colbert can be briefly summarized. To plant
new industries, he adopted the only method practicable at the
time and bribed foreign workmen to bring their skill and tech-
nical knowledge to France. Swedish miners and founders,
Dutch clockmakers, Venetian glass-makers, and Flemish lace-
workers were attracted across the French frontiers. Even hereti-
cal workmen and industrialists were made welcome. The
great Van Robais was a Protestant from Middleburg. On the
other hand, stringent measures were taken to prevent skilled
workmen from leaving France. There was no public law
against emigration, but Colbert supplied the want by adminis-
trative measures. On his instructions, some Venetian glass-